
Chlamydia and Gonorrhea

Chlamydia and gonorrhea are the most common sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) in Texas and across the U.S. STDs can 
infect both men and women and are especially common in youth ages 15-24. STD infections often cause no symptoms. 
Both chlamydia and gonorrhea can cause health problems if left untreated, including infertility. Gonorrhea can also cause 
blindness in newborn babies. Since 2012, cases in the U.S. have increased 25.22% for Chlamydia, 93.79% for Gonorrhea.

Sexually Transmitted Diseases in Texas

Chlamydia in Texas
• In 2022, there were 155,728 reported Chlamydia cases, a 

rate of 518.6  cases per 100,000 Texans.  Ranking 20 out 
of 50 states in the nation.

• In 2022, the rate of reported Chlamydia cases was the 
highest among youth ages 15-24: 2106.4 cases per 
100,000 in the same age group , accounted for 58.75%of 
total Chlamydia cases (n=91499).

• During 2012 -2022, the rate of reported Chlamydia cases 
among men has been increasing yearly,  from 231.4 to 
366.2 per 100,000 males.

• During 2012-2022, the rate of reported Chlamydia cases 
among all populations have increased overall,  from 
476.8 to 518.6 per 100,000 Texans. A notable decrease in 
Chlamydia rates occurred in 2019 and prevailed into 
2020; however, since 2021, rates continue to increase. 

Gonorrhea in Texas
• In 2022, there were 62,050 Gonorrhea cases reported in

Texas, a rate of 206.63 cases per 100,000 Texans,
ranking 20  out of 50 states in the country.

• In 2022, the rate of reported Gonorrhea cases was the
highest among youth ages 15-24: 645 per 100,000 in the
same age group  , accounted for 45.2% of all Gonorrhea
cases (n=28017).

• Over a 10-year period, an overall increase in Gonorrhea
rate can be identified. A notable decrease of 6.5%
(220.94 to 206.63 per 100,000 population) can be seen
in 2022, following significant increases of 24.33% in
2020 and another 13.34% in 2021.
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Primary and Secondary Syphilis

Syphilis is an STD caused by the bacterium Treponema pallidum. Syphilis can cause serious health problems if not adequately 
treated. Primary and secondary (P&S) syphilis refers to the earliest stages of syphilis when it is the most transmissible. 

In 2022, P&S syphilis accounted for almost 1/3 of the all syphilis cases in the U.S..  The rate of P&S cases per 100,000 population 
increased 146.8% in 2022 compared with 2012.

Primary and Secondary Syphilis in Texas
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While STDs affect individuals of all ages, STDs take a particularly heavy toll on young people. The Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) estimates that youth ages 15-24 make up just over one quarter of the sexually active population, but account for half of the
20 million new STDs that occur in the U.S. each year.

All Stage Syphilis

• In 2022, 25,977 syphilis cases with all stages were reported in Texas, a rate of 40.6 cases per 100,000 Texans.

• In 2022, men accounted for 68.2% of reported syphilis.

• Over half of Syphilis cases reported in 2022 was from males aged 15-44.

• From 2012 to 2022, the rates of Syphilis increased from 26.87 to 86.5 per 100,000 Texans.

• From 2012 to 2022, the rate of reported syphilis among men nearly doubled , from 40.7 to 118 per 100,000 males.

• In 2022, the rate of reported syphilis cases among men was 4 times higher than it among women (118 per 100,000 males
vs. 55 per 100,000 females)

• There were 4,655 P&S Syphilis cases reported in 2022, a rate of 15.5 per 100,000 Texans.

• In 2022, the rate of reported P&S syphilis cases was highest among adults aged 25-34 (40.55 cases per 100,000
population ).

• In 2022, the rate of reported P&S syphilis cases among men was 2.63 times higher than it among women (22.96 per
100,000 males vs. 8.73 per 100,000 female).  Men accounted for a large majority (72.8%) of all reported P&S syphilis cases.

• Since 2012, the rate of reported P&S syphilis cases among men has nearly doubled from 12.38 to 22.96 per 100,000 males.
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